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of the old college where, in his boyhood, he had passed so many happy hours! At Brienne he had also fought battles, but they were followed by no pangs of grief or remorse. His soldiers were his college companions, his ammunition snowballs, and the ransom of the prisoners some fruit, a book, or a print. I have frequently heard the Emperor describe his amusements at Brienne.
I recollect in particular, one day, when Madame de Brienne paid a visit to Madame Mere, accompanied by her niece, Madame de Lome'nie. The Emperor, who was present, conversed with her for a considerable time with almost filial affection. The respect he showed to Madame de Brienne was unmixed with any trace of affectation; his behavior to her was perfectly easy and natural. I am certain that Napoleon must have suffered cruelly on the day of the Battle of Brienne. I am sure of it, from the complacency with which I have so often heard him dwell on the happiness he enjoyed at college. It was there that he first became acquainted with Bourri-enne.
The Battle of Brienne was followed by several others. In the midst of these conflicts, when cannons were roaring and blood flowing in every part of France, from the banks of the Rhine to those of the Mincio, a Congress was opened, as if in derision of the impotence of human will. This Congress held its sittings at Chatillon, in the heart of one of our provinces. Its members were Count Stadion, for Austria; Baron Humboldt, for Prussia; Count Razumowsky, for Russia; while Lord Aberdeen, Lord Cathcart, and Lord Castlereagh, the English Minister for Foreign Affairs, represented the interests of Great Britain.
This latter circumstance might have enabled Napoleon to see that his fate was decreed. England being represented by three members at the Congress sufficiently indicated the degree of influence she was about to claim over the destiny of Napoleon; while at the same time, the other Powers showed their submission to England by each sending only one Plenipotentiary. As to France, she sent only one individual to the Congress at Chl,tillon, and that was General Caulaincourt, the Duke of Vicenza.*
*The Emperor, who highly and justly esteemed the Duke of Bassano had withdrawn him from the post of Minister for Foreign Affairs,e of his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
